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The Project

Data services at Scholars Portal are
made up of three core platforms:

e <odesi>, a catalogue and data
repository that contains social survey
data, including Statistics Canada data;

e Scholars GeoPortal, a geospatial data
discovery tool; and

e Dataverse, a repository that
researchers can deposit their research
data into for sharing and preservation

This project’s goal was to update the
guides for these services and improve
the user experience and design.

The Process
1. View analytics in LibGuides system to
make structure and design decisions

2. Customize design using built-in
features and HTML / CSS

3. Explore the data platform to determine
potential missing content in the guide

4. Reduce content into 3-5 top-level
menu items

5. Explore additional resources of
Interest for the guide, including content
from other universities or government

6. Modify HTML & CSS to make the
guide mobile-friendly and more

accessible

Scholars Portal

A Service of the Ontario Council of University Libraries

Scholars Portal Home Guides <odesi> Beta

<odesi> Beta

The beta version of the refreshed guide.

About <odesi>
What is <odesi=?
What Data are in <odesi=7?
Who Can Use <odesi>?
Video Tutorials
Searching <odesi>

Working With Data

Help & Resources

Go To <odesi>

What's new in <odesi>?

« ABC News Post-Election Poll #1,
November 2000

« Federal Justice Statistics Program:
Charges Filed Against Defendants

in Criminal Cases in District Court --

Terminated, 2009

« ABC News/Washington Post Poll,
March 19596

Multiple Cause of Death Public Use
Files, 2000-2002

+ Eurobarometer 74.1: Poverty and
Social Exclusion, Mobile Phone
Use, Economic Crisis, and
International Trade, August-
September 2010

‘Website | Feed

Get Help at Your School

Each OCUL school has a local data
services librarian who can help you
search for and identify data sets, work
with microdata files, and get in touch
with Statistics Canada liasons as
necessary.

To get help at your institution find and
email your local data librarian.

If you are having technical problems,

About <odesi>

Enter Search Words Search

What is <odesi>?

<odesi> is a web-based data exploration, extraction, and analysis tool.

It lets you search for survey guestions (variables) across thousands of datasets held in a growing number of collections, and supports
basic tabulation and analysis online. It also allows for the downloading of most datasets into statistical software for further analysis.
Statistics Canada's public-use survey data forms the core of <odesi>'s social survey data holdings, but we are expanding its survey
data to include other national and international data sources. Key polling data collections include the Canadian Opinion Research
Archive (CORA), Canadian Gallup, and Ipsos Reid.

<pdesi> introduces undergraduates to data literacy and data discovery at an early stage in their careers, provides the experienced
researcher the ability to search immediately across hundreds of datasets and collections, and allows for faster and more meaningful
data reviews.

<pdesi> was developed from 2007 to 2009 as a jointly funded project between the Ontario Council of University Libraries (OCUL) and
OntarioBuys. As of October 2009, the <odesi= project becomes an ongoing service within the highly successful Scholars Portal model.

What Data are in <odesi>?

<odesi> gathers data from a number of sources. You have the option to search across all data sets, or to narrow your focus to certain
collections.

Categories:

< Statistics Canada (Microdata) Additional Collections:

#| Statistics Canada (Aggregate) (No Direct Download Available)
¥ Public Opinion Polls _| CORA

¥ Other Canadian Data ICPSR

Statistics Canada: Public-use microdata files (PUMFs) and aggregate data products made available to subscribers of the Data
Liberation Initiative (DLI). Data includes socio-economic indicators, business and financial databases, census microdata and
aggregate data. social surveys, education, crime, health, and more.

Public Opinion Polls: Historical Canadian public opinion polling data from Gallup.

Other Canadian Data: Studies from other Canadian data sources, including the Canadian Millenial Scholarship Foundation, the
Canadian Policy Research Network, and the Institute for Social Research.

CORA: Researcher data and surveys from the Canadian Opinion Research Archive.

Scholars Portal Home Guides Research Data Repositories Beta Find Data by Discipline

Research Data Repositories Beta

Find Data by Discipline

Multidisciplinary
Aerospace
Astronomy and Astrophysics
Biochemistry
Biological Sciences
Chemistry
Climatology
Crystallography
Environment
Forestry
Genomics
Geosciences
Health Sciences
Marine Sciences
Oceanography
Water Quantity Data
Submit Data to a Repository

Research Data Tips

<odesi>lll

Enter Search Words Search

Multidisciplinary

Government of Canada Open Data Portal
Website - www.data.gc.ca

What is it? - The Government of Canada Open Data Portal provides access to health, environment, agriculture, natural resources,
and geospatial data. It also provides access to humanities and social sciences datasets.

Open Access? - Yes.

Procedure for Data Access? - Search by keyword or browse by subject, geospatial topic, file format, or depariment. Download
datasets as files. Data formats vary by dataset. File formats are CSVIText, KML/KMZ, RDF, Shapefile, and XML.

Preservation Mandate? — Not found.
Part of Any Collectives? — No.

Funding Model - Government of Canada.

Polar Data Catalogue
Website - hitp//www_ polardata.ca/

What is it? - The Polar Data Catalogue is a database of metadata and data that describes, indexes and provides access to diverse
data sets generated by Arctic and Antarctic researchers. The records follow Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) standard
format to provide metadata exchange with other data centres. The records cover a wide range of disciplines from natural sciences
and policy, to health and social sciences. This geospatial search tool is available to the public and researchers alike and allows
searching data using a mapping interface or other parameters.

Open Access? - Yes.

Procedure for Data Access? - Search by keyword, location coordinates, or CCIN reference number. Only some datasets are
available for download, but metadata is available for all.

Preservation Mandate? — Not found.
Part of Any Collectives? — International Polar Year Project (IPY)

Funding Model - Government of Canada Program for International Polar Year

Aerospace

Canadian Space Science Data Portal

Website - hitps://cssdp.ca/ssdp/app/login

What is it? - The CSSDP project provides space scientists with access to a wide range of space data, observations, and investigative
tools. It provides a seamless, single- point of access to these resources through a custom web portal. New data received by the
project is automatically catalogued nightly by the Portal.

Open Access? - must register to access data

Scholars Portal Home Guides Dataverse at Scholars Portal Beta | About Dataverse

Dataverse at Scholars Portal Beta

A beta for the refreshed Dataverse guide.

About Dataverse
Scholars Paortal Dataverse
What is Dataverse?
Why use Dataverse?
News

Deposit Data

Finding and Using Data

Help & Resources

Go to Dataverse

Need Help?

If you need help using Dataverse,
please reach out to your local data
experts.

If you are having technical issues with
the Dataverse platform, please contact
dataverse@scholarsportal.info.

To find additional information, see the
Harvard Dataverse User Guide.

Dataverse on Twitter

Tweets W Follow
.. Dataverse Project 4 =
“=—— @dataverseorg

The challenges of using Facebook
data for research
finchannel.com/index.php/opin...

Expand

suwms . Dataverse Project 7h
=== (@dataverseorg

At #acrl2015 today? Check out

@axfelix talk about the @pkp 0JS-
Dataverse integration project
sd.goeshow.com/acrl/national/..

Expand

dlU= pIps 26 Mar
@AJPS_Editor

Scholars GeoPortal User Guide Beta

The beta for the updated GeoPortal guide.

About the GeoPortal

What is Scholars GeoPortal?

Who Should use Scholars
GeoPortal?

Using the GeoPortal

Understanding Maps & GIS

Help & Resources

Go to the GeoPortal

MNew Data in the GeoPortal

Forest Resource Inventory (FRI),
Digital Aerial Imagery (Block P)

Forest Resource Inventory (FRI),
Digital Aerial Imagery (Block | & J)

Multiple Enhanced Postal Codes

Local Delivery Unit Boundaries
(LDU)

Local Delivery Unit Boundaries
Lookup Table

Website | Feed

Need More Help?

Assistance with the GeoPortal or GIS
and data use expertise is available at
your home institution. Contact a
person at your institution.

For problems using the
GeoPortal, email technical support.

Getting Started

« Getting Started Guide (English)
« Getting Started Guide (French)

Enter Search Wards Search

Scholars Portal Dataverse

The Scholars Portal Dataverse is an OCUL service that is available to all members of Ontario universities. Researchers affiliated with
Ontario universities can manage and publish their data on the SP Dataverse Network. You can directly deposit data, create textual
descriptions (metadata) for your data set(s), and release and share your data openly, or private, under your own access conditions.

Dataverse functions as a repository for sharing, citing, analyzing, and preserving research data, and is open to all disciplines
worldwide. It uses best archival practices to keep your research data secure - for now and the future.

The Scholars Portal Dataverse Network hosts multiple dataverses, each one being a virtual web archive for storing and sharing
research data. The data are organized in studies, which contain cataloging information (metadata), data files and complementary files.
The studies can in turn be grouped into collections.

DATAVERSE NETWORK

DATAVERSES

ETUDIES COLLECTIONS OF STUDIES

Far more information on disciplinary data repositories, visit our guide to Research Data Repositories.

What is Dataverse?

What is a dataverse?

A dataverse is a container for one or more studies.

Dataverses belong to the Scholars Portal Dataverse Network.

Researchers can create and manage their own research data sets in dataverses.

A dataverse accepts all kinds of data files: tabular, text, image, etc. All file formats are accepted.
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What is Scholars GeoPortal?

Schlars GeoPortal 4
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The Scholars GeoPortal is a hardware and software infrastructure that provides access to large scale geospatial datasets, as well as
sophisticated search, discovery and analysis tools to make the data readily available to Ontario researchers. Resources include data
licensed by Ontario academic libraries, such as land-based vector data (water, cultural features. etc.), census geography, and
orthophotography.

Who Should use Scholars GeoPortal?

Anyone who is affiliated with an Ontario university interested in using geospatial data for mapping or GIS analysis will find the
GeoPortal a useful resource.

The portal has been created for the academic community for teaching and research, including educators, researchers, students,
faculty, and staff. The geospatial data available from the portal can be downloaded and imported into Geographic Information System
(GIS) software for mapping and analysis purposes. The portal provides many options for selecting data by location and feature type,
as well as file type and projection. Mapping tools allow users to create map images "on the fly".

The power of geographic information for teaching and learning is found in its multidisciplinary nature. From this perspective, we
believe the GeoPortal will help enrich university curricula and broaden the appeal of geographic information across disciplines. The
GeoPortal incorporates much of the functionality found in commercial mapping software and will help introduce GIS to new users.
Ultimately, the portal allow access to geospatial datasets and tools for use baoth inside and outside the classroom, allowing for the
embedding of spatial literacy concepts in the curriculum, and enriching the research process for all scholars.

Scholars GeoPortal

Challenges

 Information structure decisions

e Limitations of the Libguides system

e Considering multiple user groups

e Creating a more accessible and mobile-

friendly design

Tools and Applications

 LibGuides content management system
* \Web Accessibility Checker and WCAG
e ColorPicker

« HTML / CSS guides from W3schools
 Awesome Screenshot extension

e SublimeText editor

 Chrome developer tools

* Google Sheets

 Trello project management tool

Recommendations

* Reduce the number of top-level menus
to create a more straightforward user
experience, and consider omitting
secondary menus

e Customize HTML and CSS to improve
the guide design

* Increase font sizes to improve the
visual accessibility

e Don’t just be a content curator - be a
creator too!

The

Dataverse

Project



